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Neighborhood Update
It’s been a busy year in Lake Forest
Highlands! Your Association Board has
worked hard for you, accomplishing a
number of significant tasks including the
selection of a new neighborhood landscaper
(see story, pg 2), a re-working of our mailbox
post spec (see pg. 5) and the planning of
final landscaping for our drainage pond areas
(see pg. 4).
In addition, we’re in the process of
organizing and cleaning up literally years of
paperwork and files, and eliminating all
unnecessary expenses from our budget. Not
to mention that we’ve interviewed and
contracted a new group to do our common
area sidewalk snow removal this coming
winter. That’s a lot of work accomplished,
and it’s only July!
We encourage all of our residents to
consider serving on the Board and becoming
a part of our neighborhood process. We
typically meet on the first Thursday of every
month in the Bank of Ann Arbor conference
room less than five minutes down the road
on Ellsworth. Any resident is welcome to
attend.
For more information on when and where the
Board meets, please visit us on the web at:

Welcome to our New Owners
If you’re new to our neighborhood, we’d like to give you
a warm welcome! We’re glad you’re with us.
If you haven’t already done so, we’d love for you to fill
out an owner information sheet for our files. E-mail addresses
are used for neighborhood emails and association business
and are not shared. Phone numbers will be used to build an
emergency phone tree.
You can download an info form from our website at:
http://lakeforesthighlands.com/pdfs/OwnerInformationForm.pdf

Completed forms can be mailed to the PO Box listed
on the form, or scanned and sent to lfh.loa@gmail.com.
(CURRENT OWNERS: If you haven’t filled out a form yet, we
encourage you to do so! We’re still missing a number of lot
owners in our neighborhood Directory and because of this we
can’t yet finish our emergency phone tree.)

Thank You!

www.LakeForestHighlands.com
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Introducing
Canopy Landscapes
There’s a new crew in the
neighborhood! This past Spring, the
Board took several months to collect bids
for the work of keeping our common area
grounds in shape, and after a great deal
of cost comparison and consideration the
Canopy Landscapes company was
selected.
After five months of watching
Canopy at work, we couldn’t be happier
with the improvements we’ve seen in our
neighborhood common areas. Our front
entrances are blooming and weed free,
our common area sidewalks are neatly
edged and our grassy spaces are well
maintained without a dandelion in sight.
Greg Wilson, Lake Forest
Highland’s liaison and owner of Canopy,
has done a great job of making sure his
crews are taking care of everything we
need, right down to the smallest detail.
With a degree in landscape architecture
from Michigan State, Greg is well
qualified to make sure that all work being
done in our garden beds and lawns
meets the highest standards and follows
best practices. Weeds are hand pulled,

Getting ready to brush
hog the 10 acre lot on the NW
side of the neighborhood.
trees and shrubs are carefully pruned, and all garden
beds have been shovel edged and mulched.
We’re always happy to see the red trucks and
work crews driving the neighborhood, and we look
forward to having lovely common areas throughout the
2014 summer season!
For more information about
Canopy Landscapes, visit their
website at:
www.CanopyLandscapes.com

Before

After!

May 2013 - sparse grass, lots of weeds

May 2014 - healthy grass and no weeds!
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Attention All Dog Lovers
In addition to the Pittsfield
Township ordinance that requires all
pet waste to be removed from public
areas, we encourage everyone to
help us keep our neighborhood and
our common areas clean by picking
up after your pup.
To help with this goal, there
are two doggie bag dispensers
installed in the neighborhood, one at
each entrance to the central walking
path between Highlander Way East
and Highlander Way West. Our residents
are welcome to use these, but we’d like to
remind everyone that they’re intended for
emergency use only! If you’re going for a
stroll with your dog, please do remember to
bring your own supply of bags. If however,
you find yourself in need of a quick pick up
baggie, our waste bag dispensers are
available for your convenience.
So put on your walking shoes, grab
the leash and enjoy a sidewalk tour of our
neighborhood with your favorite tail-wagger.
And don’t forget to bring that baggie!

Everyone would agree, Lake Forest
Highlands is a neighborhood filled with tail
wagging dogs! On any given day, and no matter
what the weather, many of our home owners take
time out to enjoy a walk around the block with their
four footed friends. In addition to being great
exercise, studies show that a brisk walk on a
regular basis is proven to give many people a
boost in energy and thinking power all day long.
And by taking our dogs with us, we share the
benefits of good health with them as well.
It also, however, means that at some point
we usually have to pause to let Fido “do his thing”.

You’re invited to join our neighbors in Lake Forest
to host a multi-subdivision garage sale!
Sandwich signs will be placed at all entrances
several days before the sale, and local
advertising will be provided.
All you need to do is set up a table in your
driveway on Saturday morning and wait for
shoppers to come by!
Questions? Just email us at: lfh.loa@gmail.com
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Drainage Pond Update
It’s hard to believe that just a few years
ago our drainage ponds were nothing but smooth,
empty basins with not a thing growing in them.
Now we have cattails and wildflowers thriving in
most of our ponds.
There are, however, several areas that
have not filled in as much as we’d like them to.
Because it takes time for re-growth of native
plants to occur, we’ve waited several summers to
allow nature to take its course, allowing us to
identify the areas that still appear sparsely
covered.
To improve these areas, our plan is to add
plants that naturalize well and blend with
the current growth of grasses and
wildflowers. Our goal is to provide color
and interest to these areas without adding
to our warm weather maintenance costs. In
other words, we don’t want to have to
mulch and weed around these new items,
but rather we’d like for them to thrive and
spread without much attention on our part.
Here’s what we have in mind:

Drainage pond with
healthy growth

Daylilies

Daylilies: Hardy in our clay soil, drought tolerant,
produces flowers throughout the summer.
Red Twig Dogwood: Easy to grow, great for
planting around our basin banks to control
erosion. Dogwoods shrubs have lovely white
flowers in spring, red berries in the fall, and winter
interest in the cold months when their red
branches are revealed. They do best in full sun,
and grow 6’ to 9’ tall with a similar spread.

Clay Hardy Wildflowers

Elderberry: Another fast growing shrub that
naturalizes well and is a favorite of birds and
wildlife. Beautiful white flowers in spring, heavy
with dark purple berries in the fall. Grows to 12’
tall.

Red twig Dogwood

Elderberry
Lake Forest Highlands

Prairie Mix Wildflowers: In order
to add color, we’d like to re-seed
the pond between Highlander
Way W. and Big Sky Ct. with a
Prairie Moon mix especially
designed for clay soil. By seeding
with hardy, drought tolerant
wildflowers, we hope to see
butterfly friendly blooms all
summer long. (For more
information, see
http://tinyurl.com/nxnx7ky )

If you’d like to help us plan and plant our remaining drainage
pond areas, please contact Robin Keith, our Grounds Chair, at
rkgardens@gmail.com. We’ll need all the shovels we can
get to help us put our new shrubs and flowers in the ground
this fall!
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Mailbox Post Replacement
Is your mailbox post leaning? Was it
damaged by those pesky snow plows flinging
snow at it all winter long? Or is it simply
showing its age with peeling paint and fading
numbers?
If the answer is “yes” to any of these
questions, then maybe it’s time to replace your
mailbox post.
In an attempt to simplify the process of
post replacement, your Association Board has
adopted a simpler design very similar to the
posts in our sister neighborhood, The Hills. By
eliminating some of the "fancy" engraving
previously required, we hope to reduce the
cost of replacement and provide the do-ityourself-er the opportunity to build
replacements.

Made and Installed Mailbox Posts
If you would prefer to avoid the work and effort
of removing your mailbox post and building, painting
and installing a new post, you can contact one of the
following vendors or choose a vendor of your own to
construct and install the post for you:
Matt Freeman: (734) 276-4831
Jerry Saren: (734) 657-5733
Curtis Manuel: (734) 260-5696
Paul Bauer: (734) 717-2542
A rough vendor estimate of cost for new post
construction and installation is:

Do It Yourself

Single Post: $275

If you're interested in saving a few
dollars by building your own replacement post,
or if you'd like to share the specs with your
contractor, visit our web page and download
the complete specification document (see
below for web address).

Double post: $300
Installation: $50
Matt Freeman also offers the option of refurbishing an
existing post at a cost of $175.

COMING SOON: We’re working on
building a Materials List and directions
with sketches to help those interested
in making this a DIY project.
For all the details, visit our
Mailbox Post Replacement page online
at:
http://www.lakeforesthighlands.com/
mailbox.html
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State Street
Roundabout
In October of 2013, we all had our
first try at the new two-lane roundabout
located at State St and Ellsworth, and for
some of us it was a real adventure.
The 2.3 million dollar project was
initiated by Pittsfield Township when the new
Costco store opened, in anticipation of
heavier traffic at the intersection. After
several months of construction, the new
roundabout was complete and ready for use.
Roundabouts are intended to make
intersections safer and more efficient for drivers by
reducing high speed collisions and providing a
steady flow of traffic through a busy area. What
everyone discovered, however, is that there’s
definitely a learning curve for those who’ve never
travelled a roundabout on a regular basis.
There are a few key things to remember
about driving roundabouts:
•
•
•
•

Always yield to drivers in the roundabout
Stay in your lane; do not change lanes
Do not stop in the roundabout
Avoid driving next to oversize vehicles

In general, the idea that seems to cause the
most confusion is that everyone on the outside of the
roundabout must yield to both lanes of traffic within
the roundabout. So for example, even if you’re trying
to move into the outside lane, you need to be sure
that the inside lane is also clear or you run the risk of
the inside lane driver cutting in front of you to exit the
circle.

Another common problem involves drivers who
fail to slow down enough as they enter the roundabout,
causing them to float into the adjacent lane and
potentially cause problems.
If you’d like to learn more about how to navigate
a two lane roundabout, check out this website:
http://tinyurl.com/mdlvsxn
It allows you to select a driving scenario and
then see just how it should all work when moving
through the roundabout. Very helpful!
In conclusion, when approaching our new
roundabout, remember to take your time and drive
slowly, read the signs and yield! And please be patient
with those who are still trying to figure the whole thing
out—even if they take a few extra seconds to move into
the circle, you’re certainly still waiting less time than if
you’d been sitting at a red light!
(Special thanks to Silvana Graf for sending along
the link to the nifty website demo!)

lines so prospective buyers are well
informed. In most cases, property
markers should still exist from the
drainage surveys taken several years
ago. They may, however, be buried
under a layer of soil and grass. One way
to locate your markers is to rent a metal
detector (approximately $12 per hour)
and hunt them down. Small flags or spray
paint can be used to temporarily mark
your property and make sure your realtor
and your buyer know just where your
property begins before an offer is made.

For Sale?
After years of slow sales, the real
estate market is finally hot again in Lake
Forest Highlands. Although we’re always
sorry to see our neighbors go, we’re glad
to know that our residents are benefiting
from healthy sales.
If you are selling your Lake
Forest Highlands home and you happen
to live next to a common area, please
remember to mark your true property
Lake Forest Highlands
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Is It Time to Let Go?
The winter of 2014 was a record breaker. As a
matter of fact, it was one of the coldest and snowiest in
history for Michigan. As a result, when all the snow finally
melted, we were not surprised to discover that a great
many of our trees and shrubs had been damaged. As
the Spring came and went, we had to decide whether or
not our landscaping would ever recover.
Here are five easy steps to determine whether or
not it’s time to let go, cut your losses and replace the
plant or wait for it to recover.
1. Assess the damage.
What percent of the plant is
dead? Twenty five? Fifty? Seventy
five? Is the plant deciduous or
evergreen? Have there been any
signs of recovery so far?
Deciduous plants (those that
lose their leaves every fall) tend to
grow faster and can recover from
even 75% die back. For deciduous
plants that haven’t fully recovered
and show little sign of developing
leaves, trim those branches. You’ll improve the look of
the plant, remove dead tissue and allow the plant to fill
out.
Many evergreen plants will have a difficult time
recovering from 75% die back, but should have no
problem recovering from 25%.
For evergreens, look for new growth. Is the
foliage still brown or bronze from winter? If there is still
some discoloration and the plant is still alive, you may
want to spray it with “Get it Green” to temporarily mask
the brown color until the plant produces new foliage. Any
dead stems with brown leaves and no sign of growth
should be removed.
This winter was particularly hard on some types
of plants. Butterfly bush may have died all the way to the
ground, leaving you with a lot of dead, woody stems, and
a little bit of growth coming from the base of the plant. In
this case, cut all the dead stems out, and the plant will
recover. By the end of the summer, it will be big and
bloom just like usual.
Broadleaf evergreens like boxwood and holly
were particularly hit, especially if they were in areas
where the snow was piled upon them, or exposed to
harsh winter winds. Sometimes this damage can be
trimmed out and the plants can recover. If there’s too
much damage, you might want to replace them because
they’re in very prominent locations within your
landscape.

2. Determine the plant’s worth in the landscape.
Is it a focal point, or is it a border hedge or
filler plant? If it’s a focal point and has suffered a
lot of damage, you may want to replace the plant if it
has more than 50% damage. If it’s a background
filler plant that’s not critical to the landscape, could
be left to recover over time. Hedge plants that are
front and center like boxwood or yews may need to
be replaced, if the damage is too severe. It’s all
depends on what you can live with.
3. Identify steps that have already been taken.
Did you fertilize in the
Spring? Have you trimmed out the
dead branches? Removing any
visibly dead branches will open
the plant up to allow air and light
to penetrate. Insects and decay
thrive if dead tissue is left on the
plant. NOTE: To prevent the
spread of Oak Wilt, oak trees
should only be pruned between
November and late February,
depending on the temperatures.
4. Evaluate recovery so far.
Is the plant producing new foliage? Do you
see any signs of new life? Even if it’s just a little bit
at the base of the plant, it’s a sure sign the plant
wants to live. If it’s a Japanese Maple and all the
growth is coming from the ground, it may take years
to fully recover and develop into a nice tree. In this
case, it might be best to cut your losses and replace
it.
If it’s a hydrangea and leaves are coming
from the base, you might be surprised at how fast it
will grow once the summer heat really kicks in.
Many rose bushes died back quite far – some to the
ground. Be sure to cut out any blackened or dead
canes to allow the rose to recover. Roses can be
cut back to just a few inches above the crown and
still come back just fine. Remove any dead
branches and fertilize with a good quality, organic
fertilizer, such as Espoma Rose Tone.
5. Make the final determination.
Armed with this information, you’ll be able to
determine if your plant is worth saving or it needs to
go. There’s nothing wrong with giving plants time,
sometimes it’s just a matter of how patient you’re
willing to be and how important an area it is to your
landscape.
Portions reprinted from www.EnglishGardens.com
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Architectural Applications
If you’re planning on painting your house,
replacing your windows or roof, or adding/
changing any structure on your property, please
remember that you’ll need to submit an
Architectural Application to the Board for approval.
Applications can be emailed, and the approval
process is generally very quick.
The process involves an initial review by a
group of residents who have volunteered to serve
on our Architectural Review Committee. The
committee makes sure that all proper permits
have been pulled, and that the project falls within
approved guidelines as defined by our
neighborhood Deed Restrictions and Protective
Covenants. Remember, changes to your
landscaping that might potentially affect our new
detention ponds and drainage design must also be
reviewed!
Once the application has been approved
by the Committee, it’s brought to the Board by the
Architectural Chair for recommendation and final
approval. In essence, the purpose of the review
process is to provide for safe and consistent
additions to our neighborhood, and to promote
effective communication between neighbors.

2-Story Addition
3649 Highlander Way E.

For more information on our neighborhood
architectural guidelines, please see the current
Deed Restrictions document. This is the set of rules
that everyone agrees to live by when they buy a
home in Lake Forest Highlands. If you have a
question about what can and can not be done in our
neighborhood, this is the place to look.
You can always download current copies of
our Deed Restrictions from our website at: www.
LakeForestHighlands.com in the Information >
Community Documents section. And visit the
Committees page to download an electronic
Architectural Application complete with instructions
on how to submit your application.

Board Members

Lake Forest Highlands
Lot Owner’s Association

Robin Keith

Officers:
Robin Keith:

President
Grounds Chair

Mark Pinsky:

Vice President

Kathie Mahn:

Treasurer
Grounds Co-Chair

Bob Meagher

Architectural Chair
Secretary

Mark Pinsky

Join us for our monthly Board Meeting on the
first Thursday of every month.
Kathie Mahn

For more information on meeting time and
place, visit us on the web at:
www.LakeForestHighlands.com

Bob Meagher

Meet the Board
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